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MEETINGS OF THE AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
AND THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 

The forty-second annual meeting of the American Philological 
Association was held in Washington, D.C., December 26-30, in 
connection with the meetings of the Archaeological Institute of 
America and the Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis. 
The lower floor of the beautiful new building of the National 
Museum, Smithsonian Institution, was placed at the disposal of 
the societies, and every provision was made for the personal con- 
venience of members. It was unfortunate, however, that the rooms 
provided for the sectional meetings were in many instances too small, 
and the rooms so situated that the reading of papers and the dis- 
cussions were seriously interrupted by the steady volume of sound 
coming in from the public corridors. A quiet college building, 
with ample lecture rooms, well lighted and ventilated, is after all 
more to be desired for such a gathering than the more splendid 
public building. 

Two joint sessions were held: the first, on Friday evening, 
was given to the presidential address of the Philological Association, 
a discriminating paper by Professor Thomas Dwight Goodell of 
Yale University on "An Athenian Critic of Life." The work of 
Sophocles was finely set forth in its broad human relations. On 
Saturday afternoon a program of common interest to all the sec- 
tions ranged from pictures showing German excavations in Baalbek 
and the latest American work at Vrokastro in Crete to a spicy 
discussion of the question, "What is the matter with our American 
scholarship?" by a Canadian delegate. The last-named paper, 
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by its appreciative mention of the name of Professor Gildersleeve, 
whose presence that afternoon was a joy to the whole audience, gave 
occasion for prolonged applause in honor of the foremost American 
classical scholar. Unfortunately the same paper was at a later 
stage marred by personal political allusions that were in unpardon- 
ably bad taste at such a time and place. 

The papers read before the Philological Association at its own 
sessions covered the usual broad range of topics, textual, linguistic, 
and literary. There were perhaps more papers than usual of 
interest beyond the narrower circle of specialists; some, notably 
one by Professor Van Hook of Columbia, were of fine literary 
character, both in form and content. A paper by Professor Hale 
of Chicago on "The Classification of Sentences and Clauses" 
introduced a report of progress by the joint committee of the 
Philological Association and the Modern Language Association 
on the Harmonizing of Grammatical Terminology. This com- 
mittee is devoting a great deal of time to its work, and on December 
28 began a week's session in Philadelphia. It is hoped that at 
least a preliminary report will be ready for discussion in the Decem- 
ber meeting of 1913. 

Many of the papers of the Institute were presented in sectional 
meetings, the sectional divisions being Oriental, Mediaeval and 
Renaissance, and Prehistoric and American. It was pleasant and 
appropriate that the Biblical Society met this year with the others, 
closely allied as it is both on the linguistic and the archaeological 
sides of its activity. 

The scholarly and well-balanced papers by many of the younger 
men were a most encouraging feature of all the meetings. Reso- 
lutions appreciative of the life work of Professor William Watson 
Goodwin were a reminder that the old masters are passing on; 
not a few of the papers at this meeting were by pupils of pupils 
of Seymour and Goodwin. 

The Philological Association expressed itself as in favor of 
some arrangement by which, as suggested by the Classical Asso- 
ciation of the Middle West and South, it may come into immediate 
connection with the members of that body at the next meeting 
of the Philological Association. By a general understanding, that 
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meeting will be in 1914. The Association voted to recommend 
to a special committee that the meeting of 1913 be arranged, if 
practicable, in connection with the meeting of the Modern Lan- 
guage Association. It is likely that the meeting will be in Cam- 
bridge. That would give opportunity for joint discussion of the 
report of the Committee on Harmonizing Grammatical Ter- 
minology, and would bring the representatives of the ancient 
and the modern languages into the more active co-operation that is 
natural and desirable. The Philological Association seems inclined 
to vary its affiliations from time to time; the meetings with the 
Archaeological Institute have obvious advantages, and will cer- 
tainly not be abandoned, but it is likely that in some years the 
Association will meet by itself, and in other years with some of 
the other societies. 

Generous hospitality was shown the members attending the 
meetings by the Washington institutions. A delightful feature of 
one session was the participation of Ambassador Brice in a discus- 
sion, where, in the most modest way, he spoke on Greek and Roman 
oratory with a definiteness of knowledge that one is accustomed 
to expect only in the professional scholar with us. Again at an 
evening reception in the Pan-American Building given by the 
Washington Society of the Archaeological Institute, Mr. Brice 
spoke most happily and appreciatively of classical studies. 

The President of the Philological Association for the coming 
year is Professor Harold North Fowler of Western Reserve Uni- 
versity; of the Archaeological Institute, Professor Harry Langford 
Wilson of Johns Hopkins. 

The Council of the Institute took action looking toward trans- 
forming the Bulletin into a monthly non-technical journal. The 
Council also approved a plan leading toward the establishment of 
a school of archaeology in China. A committee will make a pre- 
liminary survey of the field and report to the Council in 1914. 
It was also voted to establish a Committee on Museums, which 
will help those who are establishing or developing museums through- 
out the country. 

C. D. A. 



